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BAB EL-IAKAB: AN OUTLINE OF ARABIC SYNTAX. 
By Rev. W. Scott Watson, A.M., 

Towerhill, N. J. 



INTRODUCTION. 

This "Outline of Arabic Syntax" gives in a concise form the 
fundamental principles of the department of Arabic grammar 

9 *-0 o*' 

known as El-Iardb (^t«*bH)- It is based on El- Agrumiyyeh 

(Luo.y&.y I), the most popular primer of the subject published in 

the Orient. This branch of study as taught by the Eastern 
grammarians differs in important respects from the representa- 
tion of it usually given in the works of occidental scholars. 

Most of the technical terms of Arabic grammar can be trans- 
lated into English only by awkward paraphrases or imperfect 
equivalents. I would therefore advise students to employ trans- 
literations of the original expressions in preference to attempt- 
ing to indicate the relations of this Semitic tongue by words 
derived from treatises on the very different languages of the 
Greeks and Romans. I think it is better, for example, to speak 
of "the gawazim" than of "the particles that require the verbs 
affected by them to be in the subjunctive state," and to say that 
a noun or a verb is "marfua" or "in the rafa state" than that it 
is "in the nominative state." 

Some of the more important definitions of El- Agrumiyyeh 
are given at length in Arabic, but they have been inserted in 
such a way that their omission in reading will not affect the 
continuity of the context. 

SYNTAX. 

Syntax treats of the government of words in a sentence. 
XJL^tjJl JxlyJt O^^ t±-* LiS J~?y /*£** ? v't^ 1 

1-j JJu' «t lk°* Lg-Jle . When a word has a different form in 
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> o#- 



the various states (as Zeid in j\j-. sis., fjuv culj and ^.x 

o— > — o # o ' 

Jo-«j), the ul-c! is Uo— g_J expressed, but when it remains 

>-^ 0*0 •'--co s s sw 9 c&s 9 e y •" 

unchanged (as ( _Jts_Jt in ^aaM As> , ,-*aJI ouslj and yy.^c 

^ciJL), the i^jlwtl is lojcai' virtual or Understood. 1 

Go- 
There are four states of words, viz.: (A) Nominative (,**))> 

(B) Objective (lJ£), (C) Oblique (JJtL), and (D) Sub- 

So - 

junctive ((•V?-)- A noun may be in (A), (B) or (0), but not 

in (D), and a verb in (A), (B) or (D), but not in (C). The 
particles undergo no syntactical changes. 2 

SYNTACTICAL SIGNS. 

(A) Nominative State. 

There are four signs of the nominative state, dhammeh, waw, 
alif, and nun. They occur as follows : 



j » a* 



(1) Sing. (masc. and fern.) of nouns, e. g., Jj&- Jl sU* ; 

(2) Broken plur. (masc. and fem.) of nouns, e. g., JL&- Jl #L&. ; 

(3) Sound plur. fem. of nouns, e. g., ^yLix^JI i^ysLa. ; 

(4) Imperfect of verbs where no letter follows the third radical, 
e.g., i«^4?; 

(1) Sound plur. masc. of nouns, e. g., ^yjOy^J I *u»- ; 

(2) The five nouns uJjjI, cy*t, <dy+*-, Jji and JU ^ j> ; 
I in (1) Dual (masc. and fem.) of nouns, e. g., jj^?- J\ *W ; 

(1) Imperfect of verbs in the sing. 2d pers. fem., the dual 2d 
and 3d pers. masc. and fem. and the plur. 2d and 3d pers. 



in < 



in < 



masc, e. g., ^aJjJCi . 



1 Changes other than those necessitated by change of state belong to Etymology. 

So. 

2 The parts of speech, according to Arabic grammarians, are three, viz. : noun (*«1 )r 
Terb (JJ«i), and particle (<<**♦-' *«?■ OvS"-). 
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(B) Objective State. 

There are five signs of the objective state, fatheh, alif, kasreh, 
ya, and the elision of nun. They occur as follows : 

9 w *o 9 Q'f-s 



in < 



y w *o 9 &* 



(1) Sing. (masc. and fern.) of nouns, e. g., J^-Jt oot « ; 

(2) Broken plur. (masc. and fern.) of nouns, e. g., JL». J| ojL ; 

(3) Imperfect of verbs where no letter follows the third radical, 

g-, v/"** lP ; 



e.g., 



(1) The five nouns in which the sign of the nominative is «, 

! in -^ «--' * " - " - s * ^ ^* > «#-- 

e.gr., JU bj (JLsj JUa>5 JU.!, ii)l>! cut,; 



&J0/O > 0^-- 



in (1) Sound plur. fern, of nouns, e. g., i^JjOy*)] cajU ; 

s 9 S *o 9 V&S 

(1) Dual (masc. and fern.) of nouns, e. g., „j^U>J| ool» ; 



in ■{ 



(2) Sound plur. masc. of nouns, e.g., r\jJjay+}\ cuK ; 



(1) Imperfect of verbs where the sign of the nomina- 
Elision of ^ in J -«- 

tive is ^ , e. g., JsMi' ^jJ . 



(C) Oblique State. 

There are three signs of the oblique state, kasreh, ya, and 
fatheh. They occur as follows : 

(1) Sing. (masc. and fern.) of nouns whose oblique state differs 
from the objective (o»^fli*Jt **«iH), e.g., lVjo m>> v* ; 

(2) Broken plur. (masc. and fern.) of nouns whose oblique state 

s w «c 9 o ' ' 

differs from the objective e. g., JU> JLj ^yo ; 

s £>0*© 9 (f ' 

(3) Sound plur. fern, of nouns, e. g. f ^Luo**JL ^V° ; 



in < 
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a ' y a ,;c y <i. 



in 4 



(1) Dual (masc. and fern.) of nouns, e. #., oyyL*- JU i^j»*>o ; 

^ B-y o*e y os s 

(2) Sound plur. masc. of nouns, e. g., oujuc^JU is^r* ; 

(3) The five nouns in which the sign of the nominative is «> 
e. g., JL* ^ij ^^*j ^^-V*^ ^"A^'5 t ^£?^-? «y;y° > 

(1) Sing. (masc. and fern.) and broken plur. (masc. and fern.) of 
nouns which have but two forms for the three states 

y * 9* * 6*c y co • * I o y w ' 

(o^a-L> ii ^JJt |v*-^l), e.g., |V*»j?L? «imv*. 



(D) Subjunctive State. 
There are two signs of the subjunctive state, sukun and elision 
(otX^.). They occur as follows : 

' (1) Imperfect of verbs whose third radical is not a weak letter 
(I, « or ^) where ' is the sign of the nominative, e. g. f 



in i 






Elision of - 



in 



(1) Imperfect of verbs where the sign 
of the nominative is ^, e. g. f 



{ «H* P ; 



the third radical in 



(1) Imperfect of verbs whose third 
radical is a weak letter where ' 
is the sign of the nominative, 

e- 9; LT=S fJ ( f rom {S &f*)- 



It will be noticed that the sign of the state is not always the 
last element of the word and also that in some cases it is a letter 
and in others a vowel. 



SYNTAX OF VERBS. 



Of the three modes of the verb (the perfect, the imperfect 
and the imperative) only the imperfect undergoes syntactical 
changes. It is in the nominative state unless there is present a 
particle that requires it to be in the objective or the subjunctive. 
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The particles that require the verbs following them to be in 
the objective state (^^olwiJI ; sing., j^oLi) are ten, viz. : (1) °A, 
(2) l jJ, (3) £jSt » ( 4 ) .!*> ( 5 ) the J which resembles If" in 
meaning (^ *5f), (6) the J of negation {o^s\ +f), (?) (5 ia. 
sometimes (tgjb.La3 jdju ^s l5 *»-)» (8-10) o, ^ and ? | when 
the following verb expresses a consequence of that which precedes 
(«t« <UU »LoJLj v^Lil). The first four exert this influence 
per se and the last six because of £j understood. Examples : 



•v ay 



"£■ s * Q"& 



oyb £,1 aU,f (1) 

IM ^ (2) 
&*°£a\ ^>l (3) 

s s O' -* o > 0> 

JaisS ^T u« ; «>! (4) 
I 

J >* «c •• so* 9 

xJUl viJU / a*J ^3 (5) 
i 
l^oLUai* J** ^jjjy^aJJ JtSui »JU! {J6 Le (6) 

s sso*G s 9 0"£ Si y 9 O 

Jj-Jt Jtiot ^gXa. uyv« (7) 

^ S a $» s *• a £• *» 09 

&*j£s\) or dLc-£=U ^-ijv (8-9) 

l^ya ^t i|, <.«., t^ys ,1 !^o*^^ (10) 



i 

9 S S S S ' <*> It it S It ' 9 m# «c 



The particles that require the verbs affected by them to be in 
the subjunctive state (pvLi! ; sing., *\l&-) are eighteen, viz., 
(1) «j, (2) U, (3) fS\, (4) Ut, (5) the J of command 
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and entreaty (»l£jJU -^^1 i»^)» (6) ^ in entreaty and pro- 
hibition (^Jifl] & uXiT ^i $), (7) ^, (8) U, (9) ^, 
(10) U4J, (11) U6I, (12) ^f, (13) JJ, (14) ux 

(15) ^Jf, (16) Jf, (17) UiLl, and (18) Ulf". The first 
six of these affect a single verb, while the others exert an influ- 
ence over two verbs, the antecedent and the consequent (.L-&J! 

9 9 " * 

juL&.«). (To these eighteen should be added t^t in poetry.) 
Examples : 

o ' ' ' s9 9 o s(ts * a s 8»^ 9' ' 

gjls. Id xJjuj L$X (10) JU\ ^M> fj (1) 

/oo£-ojo//o o)0/ a^ > * 90*o / / 

&*S\ f6J. Lo«>| (11) «JL> Ui^ ^kiiS «yLo (2) 

/ 
o of- o o^ £S^ /v o > ^ /£• 

y^il u^JJ L>t (12) dU JjM ,UI (3) 

o o / o > .* / / / / o / o/ a /^ 

oyu o*i' ^^ (13) viLw,i> p=i' UJ! (4) 

X o £■ of- o / &"£- o o / 

viL^t ^Lo jjbt (14) V/^ < 5 > 

Cl / V "$■ 0/0*' «"£■ O O / / 

^#6! v^jo jjj! (15) Oj«o 3 (6) 



o of- O 0-* Su^ O / 0/ 0/0/ 

u Ll*! ^Ui ^1 (16) ^ cUXi ^| (7) 

oo±) faAwJ' Ui^» (17) JolsI JkAA'i Lc (8) 

IjaS. Oi>Uai &3»yci' Ua-9 (18) tXs! v_*Jit> (jjo (9) 



SYNTAX OP NOUNS. 

9 s 9Q yo^e * o Q* 



Nouns in the Nominative State (*x.-J*+Jt &l+«vbM). 

A noun is in the nominative state when it is (1) the subject 

of an active verb expressed before it (J^eliM), (2) the subject 
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of a passive verb (xJlcU ***j *! ,«<XM Jytsjt), (3-4) the 
subject or the predicate of the simple copula understood (Ijuojt 
Sja».j), (5) the subject of rX or one of its "sisters" (*_*,! 
L$5L»|« /jt^)> (®) * ne predicate of ^| or one of its "sisters" 

(Lgj'L~».|j jj! .»*»•) ? or (7) so related to another noun in the 
nominative that it must agree with it in state («_}L*J|), which 
happens when the second word is (a) an adjective qualifying the 

9 O £ S 9 y* « •" 

first (ojuiit or 2LiL<aJt), or (&) joined to it by a coordinate con- 

9 <i stf 

junction ( ujkjtH ), or (c) an emphasizer of it, such as all and 
self (juL^bydt), or (d) a substitute for it (JjuJI). 

9 9 9 ' O * 9 9 0^0^ 9 9 <i^ox> 9 G«o <■© s 9 9 *<*' 

(1) xl*i kJLs ,^=Jl»J! gy>J! p-»iM j-# J^-UM. The 
subject is either a substantive ( j&Ub ^1 ) or a pronoun included 

S s> S 

in the verbal form (JuaAo -a**s). If a substantive, it must be 

o «- 
placed after the verb, as in Jo\ *U> , for when these words are 

transposed into *U* Jov , they become -«^-« fctjUx* . 

(2) ^jJt £j*jJt |V«^I j-* a-UU |V«o jj>J l£ jJ\ JjWt 

9 9 s 9 " o s o 9 ' 

aJL^li hjuo j£d Jo ii . This also may be either a substantive or 

Q OS s 9 

a pronoun included in the verbal form. Example, Ju\ U wo . 
(3-4) J^J! ^ ^LxJI gj-yJI ,,^M yc t!j^c-^J! 

auJ! o^-w-U-'l («f- I n (v2U Jo\ the iltXJOjo is Jo) and the ^j* 

s - '"»> 

is *SL» . A %\£jjjt> may be either a substantive, as in the exam- 
pie given, or a separate pronoun, as u! in *3u> lit . A _*~». is 
either a single word as above, or it is compound. A compound 
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_fci. may be (a) a preposition and the word it governs (XsL\ 

. . OS O-O £ "O & OS 

x .y_^J|i), as in JJlJI ^i tX->\? (&) a phrase of time or place 

i o St s • • o S o^ 

(oJibJ!), as in jJjoLt Jl_>\ , (c) a verb and its subject, as in 

y y& s s Q os s s o t S s s Q os 

s._?t As <X_>%, or (d) a %\t\jiU^o with its ,■■*-&>■ , as in Ju\ 

(5) The "sisters" of ^ are (5 -**t, ^-ol, ,J&\ , IM*, 

^ ^ S S S QS ****** w • (CO S "& S S j, S S S S S 

^Lj, »Lo, ^jwjJ, JK L* , viJLfljl Le , ^xs Lo , o Lo and j»lo Lo. 

These thirteen words have a similar effect on accompanying 
nouns. They require the subject to be in the nominative and 

^ Se/ s 

the predicate in the objective, e. g., L*jU* Ju;« ;jK. This influ- 
ence is exerted alike by the perfect, the imperfect and the 
imperative. 

(6) The "sisters" of ^f are *J , ^£ , j£, ^J and JuJ. 

The action of these is the opposite of that of r.bT and its 
"sisters." The f-tjcu* is in the objective and the ^±. in the 

Us * os z 

nominative, e. #., JjU' |ju\ ,jl . 

9 SOrO & OS s 

(la) Example, JkiUdt t\_>\ *Ls» • An adjective qualifying 

•■ > os s 

a noun agrees with it in state and definiteness. /*-?Lj> ojtul 



o s 



3 , 



KJU 



>j*2j iuaji^. «^«aj« X ,w i> ) -_i i^k*-U-U . 



An 



indefinite noun (s j£*J!) is one that denotes a member of a group 
of objects without further specifying the individual, e. g., J^&.. 

ys osos 

a man, and a definite noun (y» ff t t|) is one that distinguishes 
the object to which it refers from all others of the same kind. 

s s~-o*o f S £sos so s o-o c5 ), is s>s 

Js^\ ^j«t> iXs*\i SJ U^*=S ^ aUuJLa> ^3 «_SLw ■***! i}S 'iy^sjJ\ 



ys oso*c 



xaaju e^-A J*a JJulI «^3 5 Lx kiyuJIj. There are five classes 
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9 s O 9(t*Q 9 O-O 



of definite nouns, viz.: (1) personal pronouns ( t^t M |**wiM), 

s-& 9 ' s o-o 9 wo * as 

e. g., Lol, (2) proper names (p_J_*J| p_**5M), e. g., i\->\, 

9 s-090'0 9 O*© *■ s s O-O 9 Q 

(3) demonstrative pronouns ( ^ g . 1 1 f ^J^\ or S.LwiM **J), e.g., 

x I 9 St x 9 o -° > o "° x 

tjje, (4) nouns made definite by the article (._«. » -, t | f*»J$\ 

St -c ~&<i*o 9 9 c x 

-iUt. i_aJ^Lj), e.g., J«>Jt , and (5) the first of two nouns 

in the construct relation when the second is definite because of 

f. x 
belonging to one of the preceding classes (jo»l« J! oijyot Lo 

xxo£o-o t x '-j ox > x > x ) > x > 

SjUvbH sjje (jj«)> e - #■> t5 — x>^-c, <X->\ |»^-C) !<X-» (»^c» 

9 S -o » '•J 

Jo>J| -iLc. Partaking somewhat of the nature of both kinds 
of nouns is an indefinite one to which the article is prefixed 

X XO 9 

because it is used as a 'it Jju-o . 

O S(I*C J > > X 

(lb) The coordinate conjunctions (■ »U«tf o*») are «, o> 

£ 9 0% 0-& &•& o x x x fi X 

*j, y\, J, Ul, Jo, jjJo, if, and in some places Jia. . Exam- 
pie, j**fc£ Jov *La*. 

6o/ Sox *S *x 9 s o ■& 

(7c) The emphasizers are ,jmAj, .jjyfr, Jo, *♦=►! and the 

J x o *■ » x o *■ 9 /ef 9 x Vf- X 

words similar to «*s»l («Jt^=l, *£jI, **aj|). Example, »L» 

J > o x Sox 

KmJu Joa • 

(7d) Substitution or apposition is of four kinds, viz. : (1 ) sub- 
stitution of a whole for a whole (s^&Jt ~jjc «• ftM J<Jo), e. #., 

x 9 "£■ O ox x x •• •• 

d»a.t Jo\ *U' Zet'd, tf% brother, rose; (2) substitution of a 
part for its whole (J_£JI j * yojuiS Jjo), e.g., o^JL_£s| 

9 '9 9 x ci *c 

xi-u i_A*iJ| -T ate tte Zoa/ #s third, i. e., I ate a third of the 
loaf; (3) substitution of a quality for the thing possessing it 

X O-O-O J XX 9 9<t SOX XXX 

(JL»Jui.y| J Jo), e.g., k*Xs. Jov ,-**& Zeid his learning (i.e., 
Zeid's learning) was of advantage to me, and (4) substitution 
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S SOrO 9 SS S S sO*t & its- 9 O^s 

to rectify a mistake (^JL*J| Jjo), e.g., ijuJtiS ltX-»\ ooK I saw 

Zeid — [I meant to say,] the horse, where the original intention 
was to speak of a horse, but Zeid was mentioned by mistake. 
(The first three kinds of substitution do not imply any error 

9 .- sos 

on the part of the speaker.) JjuJt must not be confounded 
with the construct relation — see under " Nouns in the Oblique 
State." 



J 0^0~O SO Os 



Nouns in the Objective State (HiyaXj\ il*«/bH). 

A noun is in the objective state when, without the aid of a 
preposition, it is (1) the direct object of a transitive verb 

9 9 osOs 

(ju Jjjw^JI), (2) a cognate accusative or quasi-object of a transi- 

9 9 osos 

tive, intransitive or passive verb of kindred meaning (Jjjl&JI 

9so >0*o 9 s o sos s 

■ gJlk+JI or jtX*xJt), (3) the predicate of r.\& or one of its 
"sisters," (4) the subject of ~.\ or one of its "sisters," (5) either 

9 o ss 

of the two objects of ouuii or one of its "sisters," or (6-7) in 

s s y s S9 0s 

some cases the noun of il (il ,**/!) or a vocative (^>Li*Jt), or 
denotes (8-9) the time or the place in which, as though j 

s s "© 9 0S s so~o 90s 

were understood (^.Lo-Jl 0J0, , 1 ^aj t oJ&), (10) the mode 

9 s" s 

or condition (Jlit), (11) the material or another such specifi- 

9 oa s- 

cation (-.juL^iM), (12) the reason for the action represented by 

& > J OsOS 

the verb (xJl&.| ,%»* J«jl&*JI) or (13) in some cases an exception 

SOS 9 OS 

( l JuX M **i\), or is connected (14) with a : that has the meaning 

s s ^ 9 s s 9 9 OS OS 

of jut with («jw J«*aJI) or so related (15) to another noun in 

the objective that it must agree with it in state, which happens 
when the second word is (a) an adjective qualifying the first, 
or (6) joined to it by a coordinate conjunction, or (c) an empha- 
sizer of it, such as all and self, or (d) a substitute for it. 
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0"O 9 9 tisa*> 9 o-o *>o s- 9 



(1) JowJt xj «Sj ^jJI oyfiujl |vw5f| y» xj jytijt. The 

direct object is either a substantive, e. #., t Jo\ oJv« , or a pro- 
noun ; if the latter, it may be joined to the verb, as in <iL>y& , or 
be separate, of such a form as <£\J\ . 

(2) The cognate accusative is of two kinds, being derived 

it o a -© 9 y o s- as 

either from the same root as the verb ( JaiJUl ^J^ojt), e.g., 

&<i s 9 9 its s 

bu3 &ZfY*0 I beat him a beating, or from a different root of 

similar meaning (^yxjl ,duajt), e.g., Ijyui o—As* . 

(3-4) See (5) and (6) under "Nouns in the Nominative 
State." 

(5) The "sisters" of o-uic are c*^ , oi— JLa», o*+fc\, 

y vf-s 9 0s 90s >o ^* 9 o s s 90s 

vsoU, o^Jlcj uytX^-v «ytX=il> oJlto- , oju— and verbs of like 

/ s * s s 

S SO > 9 SS 

meaning. These take two objects, called %\duuuo and -*^. , both 

* S * OS 9QSS 

in the objective, e. g., SLali !ju\ ouuJb . 

s 9 s Si fO s 

(6) The il in a sentence without a verb expressed (juiLJl ^ 
■ uJL^J) requires its noun to be indefinite and in the objective 
state without tenwin unless some word intervenes between the 
two or the *$ is repeated, e. #., JjJI _s J>^ 3 . If there is a 
word between the S and its noun, the latter must be in the 
nominative and there must follow another clause with ^1 , e. g., 

QS>so*> s G 9 s S *o s ' 

Styol ^5 J^-v -fjj| ^ $ . If there are two clauses with ^ and 
the nouns immediately follow the bJ 's, the nouns may be in either 

& *o sf-s o~c s s 9 s s 

the objective or the nominative, e.g., .jJl ^ Stye I bf^ J^. SI 

a S*^o-o - 8 9 s s 

or yjJt ^ Sly! ^ J^ Sf. 

(7) A vocative has one of two constructions. Simple proper 
names and indefinite nouns when the speaker has in mind some 
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particular individual of the class end in ' , e. g., Ju-. G and L> 
Jj>. . Indefinite nouns when the speaker has in mind no par- 
ticular individual of the class and the first part of compound 
proper names and epithets — the second part takes its state from 

its relation to the first — are in the objective, e. g., "> l ~^ , U , 
jJjT Jui L and 5C^> \li\Ja C 



so ^o-o 9 o *>"£■ 



(8) Example, ^\ oyol, i.e., ^\ ^ oyo|. 

(9) Example, Jov Joe o^JL&. , i. e., I< JJLJ\ ^ «, 
2Uu0 w*J*&H • 



<WA*Ah- 



• • .^(CO *• 5 *»< •Jo-O J JC'e'-ejO-e-e*''* > 



(10) ^Ua^J! ^ j^asI U ^^iJ! vr oJJ! ^1 yo jU|. 

The noun which is used as an objective, of mode must be indefi- 
nite, be placed after the rest of the clause and have for its subject 



Go^ 



or antecedent a definite noun. Example, L^saL Ju\ As> Zeid 
came riding. 

***<fct s f w sf<t<o y 9 warn 9 o*c «o s 9 9 08/ 

(11) | %X) *$AJl U -Mhft j t U^OjLoJI |«— w^t ^—S 5 y-A-x>j J I 

yyllJJI . The objective of specification must be an indefinite noun 

9 e *- # 

and be placed after the rest of the clause. Examples, ^ (V M 

•fins & <ts &Q •* s C^O<"0 s<is* 

\jii\ Ikies, U*>J' IjOM ^ iA ))' 

■&■ ss 9 s a 9 *'« 9 f QyH'O 9 a*© *e >* 9 vf- 9 9 (isos 

(12) bio ^Jo ^jJ! vr oijl p-tft y» *M Jj**J! 

JjtaJt cy> 5 s^a^aJ. Example, j^jj $liL&J Jo, *U Zeid rose 
/o honor Amr. 

(13) The words of exception (eUiXw^t yyUo!) are ^J, 

/**' 157**" (57**" ^T"' ^*' '*** and ^G*-- With ^1 tliree 
constructions occur, (a) The exception is in the objective, if the 

words preceding iff would of themselves form a complete affirm- 
ative sentence, as in |jo\ "$\ *y^l *U', of which the first two 
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J o /»-< s s 

words form the sentence * JLt! As ; (b) it is in either the 
objective or the nominative, if the words preceding ^| would 
form a negative sentence, and thus we may say either As Ljo 

Q OS w J O S0*O it- OS S J O SO-O *- S ^* 

Jo\ !5tt *yLM or |jo\ iM *yd| *li> Lo ; (c) if the sentence is 

a negative one and the thing excepted against is not mentioned, 
the exception is in the state (nominative, objective or oblique) in 

S«/ a - s s 

which the noun would be if expressed, e. g., Jo\ bit As L* , 

* os a j o*^ ^ o^ a » o- " - > o -• * *> 

tjo\ iM ooK L* and Joys iH «y>r* *-* • /**' i«£— *" ' \ST M ' 

ss 

and fcL*« are followed only by the oblique state of the construct 

OS SOS )0S0*C S S SS SS S S 

relation, e. g., Jo\ ^i -ydl As • SL&. , ttXc and Lata, are 
followed by the objective state, if they be looked upon as verbs, 

& OS S S >OSO*C S S 

e.g., |joj !iL&. i»)All As, and by the oblique state, if as prep- 

OS S S 9 OSO'O S S 

ositions, e. g. 9 Jo\ ika- *yLJI As. 

(14) ^LJ ^^bJu ^JJt loj-a-UJ! |V«yi ye Juw JjxaJI 

JuwJ! jul* Juw ^ . Example, iU&i U j iUt <«£wt ^Ae wafer 

was boiled with the wood. 

(15) See (7) under "Nouns in the Nominative State." 

> S f OS O-O S O OS 

Nouns in the Oblique State (iLo.ASsJt tl***bM). 
A noun is in the oblique state when it is (1) governed by a 

OS "-O S f OS 

preposition or a particle of swearing (oyila \j6jA&), (2) the 

8 Jo s 

second of a pair of words in the construct relation [ [J dyjil& 

S S O-O 

SLsLo^Ls) or (3) so related to another noun in the oblique that 

a ss-o >os 

it must agree with it in state (jUxo'L? uoyiS?), which happens 
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when the second word is (a) an adjective qualifying the first, or 
(6) joined to it by a co5rdinate conjunction, or (c) an emphasizer 
of it, such as all and self, or (d) a substitute for it. 

(1) Example, Juv ^y£. . 

(2) The second of two nouns in the construct relation may 
indicate (a) the owner of what the first denotes, as though J were 

understood, e. g., .y*c U _ 3 I ?^~ , i. e., *y**i \ ^ "^-> , (b) its 
material, as though \jo were understood, e. g., y*. i^jj, t. e., 
V&. mjo o*J> or ( c ) its time or place, as though ^ were 
understood, e. g., ^l&uuJi SjJLo, i.e., ^Uu-jJ! ^-i <&yLo, and 
JuJUl Xe, i.e., JuJJI ^ Jim. 

(3) See (7) under "Nouns in the Nominative State." 



